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How to make cheap PLAYDOUGH 
 
 

WHAT YOU NEED: 

• Food colouring (red, yellow and blue) 

•  
* 1 teaspoon cooking oil 

•  
* 1 teaspoon cream of tartar 

•  
* 100g plain white flour 

•  
* 50g salt 

•  
* 150ml water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HOW TO MAKE IT: 

 
1. Put the flour, salt, cream of tartar and cooking oil into a saucepan and stir together. 

 
2. Add 1-2 teaspoonfuls of red food colouring to the water and stir well. The more you add 

the deeper the colour will be. 
 

3. Gradually add the water to the other ingredients, mixing thoroughly to remove any lumps. 
 

4. Cook over a low to medium heat. 
 Stir continuously until the dough becomes thick and leaves the sides of the pan almost 

clean. 
 

5. Scrape the mixture from the saucepan onto a smooth flat surface. Put the saucepan into 
soak immediately.  

Make up two more batches of blue and yellow play dough. 
 

6. Leave the play dough to cool for at least 10 minutes.  
Before using the dough ask an adult to cut through it with a knife to test that the inside 

has cooled too. 
 

7. Knead the cooled play dough until it becomes smooth and pliable.  
You can mix the 3 colours to get a marbled effect. 

 
8. You can make up a variety of colours by mixing together red, yellow and blue. 

 
* Red and yellow makes orange 

 
* Blue and yellow makes green 

 
* Red and blue makes purple 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

STORAGE TIP: Roll the play dough up into balls of the same colour. Wrap each in cling 
film and keep in an airtight container in the refrigerator. 
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